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was to have been issued to the Press and had been given to me
for the purpose. I told La Basse"e, the Havas representative,
that I was about to issue it. In a few minutes, Briand, accom-
panied by Loucheur, came to me in the hall of the Carlton
Hotel in an excited state, begging me not to issue the document
until he had seen it. I agreed, and arranged for Grigg to let
Briand have the document immediately, which he did. Briand
objected to certain phrases, and in particular to the reference to
Tangier without further explanation. The result was that the
issue was postponed in order that Briand might confer witk
L. G. on the following morning. Hence the interview at the
Villa Valetta. After prolonged discussion, in the course of
which changes were made in the document, L. G. came out of
the room and made the dramatic announcement that Briand
was returning to Paris to interview his Cabinet and face the
Chamber. " His Breton blood is up," said L. G. " He is full
of beans and says he will be back here on Friday afternoon with
full authority to act. He also intends to issue an aide mimwt
of his statement to me on Friday last. It is now being prepared
and will be handed to the Press either to-day or to-morrow."
When L. G. first said that Briand was returning to Paris,
Vansittart, Sylvester and I thought he was joking, but soon
ascertained that he meant what he said. L. G, remarked,
u Briand is like myself. When in doubt what to do, he k
depressed and miserable. But when he has made up his mind,
he is full of confidence and determination. That is the Celtic
character. When I am uncertain how to act in a crisis, I am
depressed beyond words, but as soon as I am determined upon
a course of action this all goes, and I am ready for the fight
Briand is the same, he tells me."

It transpired that Briand had received that morning a
telegram from Millerand criticising the proposals in reference
to Genoa, reparations and the proposed Anglo-French guar-
antee. Briand's prognostications, however, were not verified.
He did not return, and on the following day when Rathenau,
the German,1 was actually on his legs in the Conference, a

1 Walther Rathenau, the German Foreign Minister, who at this Conference
succeeded in obtaining an important modification of the London Reparation
demands. He was assassinated in June 1922.
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